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stage a7: Uil Filter

The oil filter is attached to the cylinder head from the previous issue and the
cylinder head is fixed to the left engine block

List of parts:

57A Engine block (left)
57B  Oil filter
57C il filter cap

DS02 Four* 2.3 x 4mm PM screws

57A *Including spare
PM = Pan head for metal
PB = Pan head for plastic
57C
57B DS02

Area of assembly
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Stage 57: Oil Filter

S7A

S57A

DS02

57B
56A

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
W

S
S
o

iy

4 STEP 2
I/,/
/"/@ Take the cylinder head 56A from the previous
issue and check how it fits to the engine block
57A. Raised screw sockets on the cylinder head

fit into recesses in the engine block.

STEP |

Fit the oil filter 57B to the
end of the engine block

57A. Fix in place with a
DS02 screw. Fit the cap 57C

to the end of the filter
(inset, right).
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| COMPLETED ASSEMBLY

57A
The oil filter has been fitted
and the cylinder head has been
attached to the engine block.

DS02

STEP 3

Fix parts 57A and 56A together with two DS02 screws.
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S FALCON MK3: THE FINAL FLING

The US Falcon matured in 1966 when the Mk3 was announced, but
slow sales resulted in the end of the Falcon name in North America
when production finally ceased in 1970.

he core problem of the

compact car is that when

a manufacturer asks a focus

group what they would like
to improve, they invariably say
"more space please”. As a result
the manufacturer provides more
space, which leads to a bigger car,
which costs more money to buy
and run, making it less attractive to
the purchaser. Those same
consumers go off and buy a smaller
car again, because the new larger
‘small car’ is too expensive and
difficult to park.

The irony is that when Ford
introduced its 1966 Falcon it was
deliberately styled to look larger
than it was in order to attract

A21_FF_057_05_07_history.indd 5

buyers. The margins were small.
The Mk3 Falcon was just over
three inches wider and longer than
the MK1, but it looked larger, and
perception is important in car
purchasing. Having provided the
underpinnings for its glamorous
cousin, the 1964 Mustang, the
no-nonsense, elegant-economy vibe
that Robert McNamara had suffused
into the original Falcon was diluted
to some extent with the 1964 Mk2,
and largely missing from the MKk3.
McNamara had left Ford to join
the US Government in early 1961,
leaving the car that had grown from
his sophisticated utilitarian vision
without a real champion in the
boardroom. The result was that

Smaller than it looked: the American
Mk3 Falcon was an economic rival to
the smart and speedy Ford Mustang.

the all-new 1966 Falcon abandoned
the unibody underpinnings of the
original, despite the fact they were
being used worldwide on other
Fords. Instead, it was given a
shortened unibody Ford Fairlane.
Its 110.9 inch wheelbase was short
of the Fairlane’s 116 inch (and the
Ranchero pick-up’s 113 inch) but
it had neither the refined restraint
of the MK1 or the lantern-jawed
handsomeness of the Mk2. It was,
instead, just a little bland.

The new range was also
substantially limited. There was
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Ford Falcon Mk3

no pillarless hardtop coupé, and

no convertible, but it could be
ordered as a two-door hardtop
with a B-pillar, a 4-door saloon or a
4-door station wagon. There were
only three engine options, two-sixes
and a V8, and Futura remained

the top trim level. It was one of the
first cars in the US to be fitted with
what are now called hazard lights,
which were operated via a switch
hidden in the glove box. The base
6-cylinder car was priced at $2,058,
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which was competitive with
imports, and cheaper than a
Mustang, the silhouette of which
it certainly more than hinted at,
and with which it shared many
components, small and large.
When launched, The Mk3 was
praised by motoring magazines
as being a bargain. Road Test
magazine tested a 2-door Futura
289 V8 that, depending on options,
would have easily cost $600 more
than a base model, and said, “This

The four-door saloon was more
appealing to families.

year’s car is notably quieter and
smoother than the preceding
model. Added soundproofing and,
presumably, body alterations have
taken away the resonance which
made the road surface character
quite apparent to the occupants.
This really classifies it as a small
luxury car rather than a Farmer’s
Friend.” The total 1966 model year
production was 182,669 cars, a
respectable and, crucially, profitable
amount, but a far cry from the
numbers achieved by its forebears.

Ford persisted and to give hints
of Mustang, added two ‘dummy
cowl indentations’ behind the front
wheels for the 1967 model. Oddly,
however, these were just pressings
The 1966 Falcon brochure presented
style, economy and practicality in
equal measure.
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A facelift in 1968 brought a new grille;
the size, performance and safety of the
car were highlighted in the brochure.

in the panel and made no attempt
to look like real hot air extractors.
It was as if Ford had intended to
add extractors, but then forgotten.
There were also new taillights, a
handsome chrome line that faded
out just above the rear wheel arch,
a powerful version of the ubiquitous
289ci OHV V8 and a new radiator
grille. The Falcon could also be
optioned with an 8-track cartridge
player. But total production fell to
just 64,335 examples in 1967.
Sensibly, the dummy extractors
disappeared in the 1968 facelift, but
disc brakes were added on the V8s.
The marketing slogan became even
less snappy: “Even though it looks
and rides like a short limousine, it’s
still America’s cost and economy
champ.” Ford offered this in seven
models, which was the largest of
any compact range. Production
went up to 131,389 during 1968.

LAST OF THE LINE

The Mk3 remained on the market in
1969 with new side marker lights or
reflectors, front outboard shoulder
seatbelts, and headrests for cars
built after 1 January 1969. The final
Falcon came off the line in early
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1970 but only 15,694 were made in
that year. The final decision to drop
the range, and name, was prompted
by the expense of engineering a
locking steering column for the car,
a feature that became mandatory
during 1970.

Confusingly, Ford then used the
Falcon name on the base-model
1970 mid-year model Torino, but

that just bewildered buyers

and so the reference was quickly
dropped. Ford, however, reused
the original Falcon’s underpinnings
yet again to create a whole new
compact car for the 1970s, the
Maverick. This once again caught
the zeitgeist perfectly and was
profitable. So, in a way, the Falcon
lived on into the 1970s. |
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THE ICONIC FORD The fan, housing, pulley and support
for the alternator are assembled and
FALGON XB GT the front fan pulley and fixing plate

are fixed together.

* DESIGNS FOR A NEW ERA
Although the Mini proved to be a
stunning success, Morris was aware
that there was a need for a more
sedate family car.

POST-APOCALYPTIC EDITION

NEW PARTS

Flrtont fi:m p;ulley, Published weekly
alternator fan,
UK: £10.99

holder, fixing

plates and AUS: $21.99
housing, front fan
pulley fixing plate,
alternator pulley
and screws.
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